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The development of the children’s thinking skills so that they become more engaged and thoughtful about what they are doing in school, and develop the skills to become independent learners, has been an area of development in school for a couple of years now.

The purpose of this series of monitoring visits is to gauge the extent to which the opportunities to use and develop these skills have become embedded in our teaching and to form a view regarding the extent to which children are developing these skills.

There was plenty of evidence that the children were engaged with what they were doing and that when faced with a problem were willing to ask questions, usually of the adults present rather than each other.

These questions were not always properly defined being too reliant on language like “it doesn’t work” of “I’m stuck”.

There is a clear need for the adults present in the classroom to make the children be more specific about what they are asking so that they can define a problem themselves and perhaps come up with their own solutions.

Older children were capable of planning what they were going to do and organising their work, for example organising a small group so that different people did different things and a task was thus shortened, and some evidence that some children were altering what they were doing to achieve better results.

There were no observed instances of children were not making predictions about what might happen other than when prompted by an adult.

Not all of the teachers were planning sufficient time for the children to talk about what they were going to do themselves and to report back their ideas.

This is an important part of the investigative / problem solving process and needs greater development across the school.

Children were usually quite clear about what they were doing when questioned and could explain why they were working in a certain way, however there was too much teacher / adult support in some sessions with the children basically following a set method rather than trying out their own ideas. This obviously leads to more accurate results but does not allow the children to take a full part in the process.
In some sessions there was a need for a greater amount of child led, rather than teacher led, explanation.

On the occasions that the children were given the opportunity to come up with a range of creative ideas and whilst these did not always provide an effect means to an end they did allow greater participation in the process and the opportunity to suggest adaptations and alterations so that better results could be obtained.

There was observed evidence that some older children were doing this in an independent way and without the need for adult intervention.

There was no observed evidence of children setting their own independent criteria for evaluation other than in vague terms, such as “this isn’t working”, however teachers were giving groups the opportunity to agree success criteria for the group and this was observed happening in most lessons.
The children were usually brought together at the end of sessions to talk about what had gone well and what problems there were and this provided opportunities for the children to apply the agreed criteria and judge value.
Opportunities to do this during the course of a lesson while the children were working were sometimes missed.

The children were observed gathering information on several occasions, predominantly from the internet and using web-sites which the adults present had suggested they use, and in most instances they children were doing so in an appropriate way.
Younger children were given appropriate support so that they could make judgements about how appropriate the information they had gathered was and some older children were able to do this themselves in an independent way.

In several instances older children were observed drawing on previous learning so that it could be applied to a new problem and this suggests that these children were working in a effective way at had developed a high level of skill.

They were also able to make judgements which related to a current problem based on things they had previously done.

Conclusion –

There is good evidence that the children are consistently and actively involved in the things that they are asked to do and that they work very hard.
They are co-operative, listen to each other and work well in groups.

The children in Year 6 are usually very independent in the way they organise themselves and go about their work and this suggests that they are developing good thinking skills across the school.

Provision for the development of these skills and opportunities for their use is not consistent across the school and some opportunities are clearly being missed.

There is a need for a greater emphasis at the planning stage and it would be appropriate to monitor planning in the Autumn Term with regard to this.

There are far more opportunities for the children to develop and use their thinking skills in school now, however they are not fully imbedded in all instances and the feeling that in some instances their development is “bolted on” to existing teaching rather than forming a central and fundamental part of it.
I would judge this aspect of our work to be satisfactory with some good points.
